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Harwood Museum of Art Presents New Exhibitions 

Taos, NM – The Harwood Museum of Art presents three fall exhibitions “Selections: Representational Work from the Permanent Collection” “Focus: Bill Gersh” and “On Paper: Prints from the WPA Era” opening October 11th and on view through January 25th, 2009 with a public reception scheduled for Saturday, October 12th.

“Selections: Representational Work from the Collection,” guest Curated by Charles Strong is the second in a series of shows built around the Museum’s permanent collection. The over-reaching theme for this exhibition is  figurative and representational works of a variety of media spanning from 1918 with Paul Burlin’s classically cubist painting of a guitar, up to work by contemporary artists including – to name a few -  Gendron Jenson, Suzanne Wiggins and Anne St John Hawley. As with the first Selections show which highlighted abstract works, this on display will be a few pieces rarely exhibited – including a series of painted Patrocino Barela sculptures.
Also on view in the upstairs gallery is a solo exhibition of Taos artist Bill Gersh. Curated by Strong along with Steve Rose the exhibition celebrates the ten year anniversary of a bequest of Gersh’s work to the Harwood by Joyce and Sherman Scott. Included in “Focus: Bill Gersh” are paintings, mixed media work, drawings and prints. Co-Curator Steve Rose explains: “Gersh moved to Taos in 1968 and his career is symbolic of the independent counterculture artist – much of the work represents a period of the 1960s and 70s which celebrated free spirit. Gersh was such a powerful personality which at times seemed to overshadow his work – so we feel it is time to re-examine and re-evaluate his work in a fresh way.”
A special poetry reading of Bill Gersh’s poems will take place at the Harwood on Saturday October 11th at 5pm following the public reception. Readers will include: Larry Audette, Georgia Gersh, Mikhail Horowitz, Pam Parker, Peter Rabbit and Steve Rose.  On Sunday October 12th the Gersh Family has organized a visit to Gersh’s Lama residence – for more information on this field trip please contact 758-9826 x 105.
Opening concurrently in the Foster Gallery for Prints, Drawings and Photographs is “On Paper: Prints from the WPA Era” guest curated by David Farmer and Frank Purcell featuring over 20 prints created either during the WPA or by artists who were involved in WPA projects. The bulk of this exhibition is drawn from a gift by Denver print collectors Eleanor and William Reiquam. 

A Pre-view Alliance Members opening is scheduled for Friday, October 10th from 5-7pm, with a public reception on Saturday the 12th from 3-5; followed by a poetry reading from 5-7pm. For more information on these exhibitions or other programs of the Harwood Museum please call 758-9826 x 105.

The Harwood Museum of Art of the University of New Mexico, 238 Ledoux Street, Taos, NM 87571. Tue-sat 10-5, Sun 12-5, Admission $8. Sundays Free to NM Residents. www.harwoodmuseum.org 
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