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Under the Radar: Recent Paintings by Tom Dixon, Peter Parks and Cody Riddle 
opens at Harwood Museum
Taos, NM – The Harwood Museum of Art of the University of New Mexico presents “Under the Radar: Recent Paintings by Tom Dixon, Peter Parks and Cody Riddle” opening February 15th with a public reception for the artists on Saturday February 16th from 3-5pm. This exhibition is on view in the Museum’s Peter & Madeleine Martin Foundation Gallery and Scott Gallery through May 18.
The exhibition, curated by Charles Strong has been in the making for three years. Strong explains: “There are all different levels of artists out there making work – however Tom Dixon, Peter Parks and Cody Riddle are three guys who paint not necessarily to be recognized but rather because they have to. They are dedicated to art - it is their life. The title of the show “under the radar” comes from this idea that these guys work without being concerned about the popularity of their art-scene success but rather create art as a means of expressing elemental parts of their identities.”
Strong continues: “While all three of these artists are abstract expressionists there are other shared commonalities between their lives, experience and the direct quality of their work. Taos has always attracted artists like, Tom, Peter and Cody, people who must create art and find a way to pursue their passion, working other jobs, and living simply. But it’s often hard to eek out a living in Taos this way so it is important to recognize that these three artists have continued to pursue their work – this exhibition is a celebration of their visions.”
All three artists according to Tom Collins author of the accompanying exhibition catalogue “. . . are bound by the obvious ties of shared generational experience, as well as those that are coincidental, quirky, and intimate. From their origins and upbringings to their longtime residency in Taos and their present visual expressions, the arcs of their separate lives have intersected and struck random, uncannily related themes.”
Tom Dixon was raised outside of Denver, studied art in Chicago and came to Taos in 1981 after working as a builder in Mill Valley, California. He works on several paintings at once constantly going back over them – making his mark real, working the paint, scratching layers and using a variety of methods to create highly expressionistic works which combine painterly finesse and with a strong graphic line. He works on these paintings for often over two years returning to them again and again. The works included in the Harwood exhibition are created on large panels and appear – to quote writer Tom Collins: “Physically attacked on a human scale.”

Peter Parks grew up in Ohio and spent his teen-age years on the Greek island of Mikanos before moving to Rome. After returning to the US in 1965, Parks explains “I wanted to go back to Europe, so I enlisted in the airborne . . .  so I could go to Germany.” This led to a one year tour of combat duty in Bien Hua Vietnam.

Parks returned to the US studying at San Francisco Art Institute and the Art Students League in New York. Parks made Taos his home in 1988 – after an early stint here from 1971 through 1979 - and became fully committed to his own painting. Over the past three decades Parks works have varied in scale and subject matter however his intense expressionistic tendencies have always been an integral part of his work. For the past several years Parks has been creating – using the eloquent words of writer Tom Collins “ . . . Visceral, wildly energized works  . . .  [which] merge into the wide open domain of bravura American Abstract Expressionism with their aggressive drip ‘n splash and obsessive layering.”

Cody Riddle was born in Iowa and became interested in art from an early age. After working at the Walker Art Center for 12 years he moved to Taos in 1987 and became Larry Bell’s studio assistant. Like the other artists he continued making his own art. He explains: “I had to work small and fast to keep it in the present because I didn’t have a lot of time. Working to make another artist’s vision a reality makes it difficult to concentrate on your own work, and keeping it going is simply a matter of time.”
For the past eight years Riddle’s work has taken a new track becoming totally abstract with heavy impasto built from layers and layers of paint. Tom Collins writes of these surfaces: “The immensely physical works have a sculptural presence like big 3-D topographic maps, even as they vibrate with almost volcanic energy.” Riddle explains:
 “I have no pre-conceived idea of what I am going for. Randomness is very important. And I don’t linger over stuff. I get three or four going at a time and have them done in a few days. It’s intense.”

The passion for creating art out of a deep need of expression is shared by Tom Dixon, Peter Parks and Cody Riddle. The Harwood’s exhibition “Under the Radar” provides an opportunity to experience the work of these three Taos artists and celebrate their unique commitment, talent and vision. The Museum presents a panel discussion with the artists on Thursday March 27th at 7pm.

“Under the Radar: Recent Paintings by Tom Dixon, Peter Park and Cody Riddle” opens at the Harwood with a Members reception Friday, February 15th followed by a free public reception for the artists on Saturday the 16th from 3-5pm. Also opening concurrently “In New Mexico Light: Photographs by Douglas Kent Hall” on view in the Foster Gallery. Both exhibitions continue through May 18th.

The Harwood Museum of Art of the University of New Mexico, 238 Ledoux Street, Taos, NM 87571. Hours: Tue-Sat 10-5, Sun 12-5. Admission $8. Sundays free to NM Residents. www.harwoodmuseum.org 575/758-9826
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