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Howard Cook: Prints from the Permanent Collection

at the Harwood Museum of Art / Taos

Taos, NM --- The Harwood Museum of Art of the University of New Mexico presents the exhibition Howard Cook: Prints from the Permanent Collection.  The exhibition opens September 25 and will be on view through December 30, 2007.  It features works in a variety of print media by Taos painter and master printmaker, Howard Cook (1901-1980).

Howard Cook was born in Massachusetts in 1901.  He received his training at the Art Students League in New York, studying with Andrew Dasburg, and making friends with members of the group of realist painters known as The Eight.  In 1922, he met Joseph Pennell and Pennell taught him how to master a variety of printmaking techniques.  For the next five years, Cook worked as an illustrator for publications such as Century Magazine, Scribner’s and Harper’s.  Following in the footsteps of friends Mabel Dodge Luhan and Georgia O’Keeffe, he made his first trip to New Mexico in 1926 with Willa Cather.  He returned the following year for a residency at the Harwood with his new wife, artist Barbara Latham.  In 1939, they bought a house in Talpa where they lived until 1972. 
During the 1930s, Cook worked for the Federal Art Project, a government-sponsored program to employ artists during the Great Depression.  During WWII he served as a war correspondent in the Pacific Theater.  He went on to become a guest artist and teacher at the University of California, Berkeley, University of Michigan, the University of New Mexico and in Colorado Springs.  He was awarded the Governor’s Arts Award in 1979. 
Cook was an inveterate traveler who went on a number of sketching trips through Europe and in the United States, Asia and the Middle East as well as landing a Guggenheim fellowship in Mexico.  He also was a versatile artist, ranging easily between media.  Cook was interested in printmaking throughout his career, but it was a primary focus during the 1920s and 1930s.
The Harwood Museum is fortunate to own 38 works by Howard Cook, primarily prints, gifts from Denver print collectors, William and Eleanor Reiquam.  The museum also owns several oils and drawings.  The Harwood Museum hosted a retrospective of Cook’s artistic career in 2001.  On view in this exhibition, will be a selection of prints from the museum’s permanent collection.  The exhibition is designed to showcase Cook’s versatility as a printmaker and his mastery of a variety of techniques.  Subjects range from New York to New Mexico and from portraits to landscapes.
Howard Cook: Prints from the Permanent Collection opens Tuesday, September 25 with a public reception on Saturday, September 29 from 5-7 pm. The exhibition continues through December 30, 2007. Also opening concurrently is Originals 2007, a juried exhibition of contemporary New Mexico women artists. A lecture on New Mexico printmakers is scheduled during the exhibition.  For more details on Howard Cook: Prints from the Permanent Collection, or other exhibitions and programs at the Harwood call 505/758-9826 x 105 or visit www.harwoodmuseum.org.

The Harwood Museum of Art of the University of New Mexico is located at 238 Ledoux Street, Taos. Hours Tues-Sat 10-5, Sun 12-5, Free to NM Residents on Sundays. Please check our website or call for holiday closures.  Admission $8. Always free to UNM Community, Taos County students and children under 12. 505/758-9826 or  www.harwoodmuseum.org
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