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Harwood Museum presents talk with artist-in-residence Shelley Horton Trippe 

Taos, NM – The Harwood Museum of Art presents “Tracking the Ghosts and other Residency Stories” an unconventional Lecture with current artist-in-residence, Shelley Horton-Trippe, Thursday July 12 at 7pm.  This program is free to Harwood Museum Alliance Members & the UNM Community or $8.

Painter and installation artist, Shelley Horton-Trippe, graduated from the University of Oklahoma in 1977 with a masters of fine arts degree in video and installation. The artist intended to study painting, however changed her focus after reading the banner which hung from the University Art building proclaiming “Painting is Dead.” Despite being formally trained in video and studying in Paris with Man June Paik and later Gary Hill Horton-Trippe has remained a painter resulting in projects which embrace these varied mediums and methods. The Artist explains this unique cross- pollination: “My video installation projects are narrative and philosophical and my painting is guttural and evocative.”  

Shelley Horton-Trippe comes to Taos for a summer residency at the Harwood where she is exploring place as a means for inspiration. A resident of Santa Fe, Horton-Trippe  seeks time away from her home base in artist residencies. She explains: “Every few years it is important to my creative process to travel to parts unknown and to capture the essence, the substance of the place. Taos is just that – inspiring, unique, with amazing light and exquisitely strong history.”

Recent residencies have included visits to Malta and the Northern Lake District of England where again Horton-Trippe sought artistic inspiration for her projects from the unique environments, histories, traditions and people. The artist adds: “In Malta I created a whole body of work, - large scale paintings, drawings and installation pieces [which] depicted in an abstract symbolic manner the great history and religious tension this small island country emanates.” Using materials native to the place Horton-Trippe made her work from ancient fabrics and ochre pigment dug directly from the earth. For her residency in England the artist lived at John Ruskin’s home, Brantwood, where she created large scale landscape paintings based on the gardens designed by Ruskin after Dante’s seven levels of paradise.
In Taos, Horton-Trippe again is finding influence by place – and not just place in the abstract, but rather the Harwood building which she claims is inhabited by a full-time ghost whose presence becomes  known in the evening hours, curtailing her studio work right after 9pm and creating the smell of rabbit skin glue. Researching the Harwood building, Horton-Trippe, believes this spirit is that of Smith Simpson the original owner of the Ledoux Street complex, who came to Taos with Kit Carson. As with her past residencies, Horton-Trippe has allowed her new environment to reveal inspiration. 
In the case of the Harwood, the building itself is becoming part of the artwork in an installation which the artist is creating in the Artist in Residence Building. She explains: “These installations are very site specific and motivated by the ghost and by this history of the place.” 
For Shelley Horton-Trippe’s July 12th Harwood Museum of Art Lecture entitled “Tracking the Ghosts and other Residency Stories”  the artist will talk about her residencies which have taken her all over the world and share new videos of recent projects. In addition the Horton-Trippe, will lead attendees on a tour of her site-specific installation. For more information please call 505/758-9826 x 105.

The Harwood Museum of Art 238 Ledoux Street, Taos, NM 87571. Tue-Sat 10-5, Sun 12-5. Admission $8, Sundays Free to NM Residents. www.harwoodmuseum.org
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